
My Teaching Hive
Inspiring Readers, Empowering Teachers

Whole class reading lessons, providing children with 

enriching and transformative reading experiences.

KS2 Reading Comprehension Resources

www.myteachinghive.co.uk
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Introduction                         01
Delivering high-quality whole-class reading lessons across Key Stage Two 

requires careful planning and expertise. There’s so much to consider! 

Are the books age-appropriate? Do they provide the right level of challenge? 

Do they represent diverse voices and include a range of genres? Are they 

inspiring for children? Do they build in complexity across Key Stage 2?

As teachers, we understand these challenges first-hand. That’s why we’ve 

carefully selected exceptional books and created engaging, 

expertly designed lessons that build vocabulary, develop fluency, and 

improve comprehension - making reading both fun and inspiring for every 

child.



Designed by Teachers, for Teachers
•	 Crafted by experienced educators who understand the  

challenges of teaching.

•	 Lessons you’ll be proud to deliver, built with practicality 

and impact in mind.

Quality Texts
•	 Thoughtfully chosen books to expose children to a broad 

range of quality literature throughout Key Stage 2.

•	 Stories that spark curiosity, empathy, and a love of   

reading.

Time-Saving Resources
•	 Comprehensive PowerPoint presentations and PDF      

activity packs included with every lesson.

•	 All the planning done for you - freeing up teacher-time 

to focus on teaching.

Hands-On, Engaging Lessons
•	 Active, discussion-based learning that captivates pupils 

and keeps them engaged.

•	 Opportunities for meaningful book talk that challenges  

thinking and builds comprehension.
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Our Growing Library     03  

Progress 
Texts are carefully chosen to build in 

complexity, both in context and ease of 

reading, ensuring pupils are continually 

challenged and supported as they 

develop their skills.

Inspire
We choose high-quality, engaging 

books that spark curiosity and inspire a 

love of reading. 

Vary
Our resources include a broad range 

of literature - from timeless classics 

to contemporary works, poetry, and 

graphic novels - ensuring a diverse and 

engaging reading experience.

Represent
We select texts that reflect a range of 

voices and perspectives, helping 

pupils of all ages to connect with 

characters, themes, and stories that 

resonate with their own experiences.

Link
Our selection includes captivating 

links to other subjects, topics and 

events in the school year. 

Our whole class reading curriculum is continuously evolving. 

When selecting texts, we apply a rigorous approach to ensure our 

collection includes texts that:



Text Progression
We understand how important flexibility is in 

meeting the unique needs of different schools, 

different cohorts, and the wider curriculum. 

While our progression map provides a 

suggested sequence, the order in which you use 

our resources can be easily adapted to fit your 

whole-school curriculum plan.

Dip in or Whole text?
Some resources focus on carefully selected 

extracts, with a shorter sequence of lessons 

designed for close and repeated reading. 

Others provide resources for teaching of the 

whole text, making them perfect for longer 

sequences where there’s time to delve deeply 

into a book over an extended period.
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Whole Text

Dip in



Engaging Lessons           05
Author and Context
Our lessons help pupils explore the context of each 

book and learn more about the author. Uncovering 

the historical, cultural, or personal background 

behind each text sparks curiosity and deepens 

engagement.

Developing Vocabulary
Our resources help pupils understand and build 

vocabulary through pre-teaching, exploring word 

meanings in context, and analysing language 

choices. These strategies support comprehension 

of complex texts and foster a deeper appreciation 

of language.

Hands On, Collaborative Learning
Our resources include hands-on activities 

that make lessons interactive. Children can work 

collaboratively using cut-up PDFs for sorting, 

matching, challenges, and discussions. 

Fluency
Our resources allow for teachers to model 

reading and prompt children to read and reread 

extracts to improve fluency and enhance 

comprehension. 



Opportunities for Oracy
Our lessons provide lots of engaging 

opportunities for book-talk, encouraging  

children to speak clearly, listen actively, and 

engage in meaningful discussions.

Opportunities for Independence 
and Assessment
Our resources include tasks designed for 

individual work, enabling learners to demonstrate 

understanding and allowing for meaningful 

assessment of individual reading skills.

Scaffolding
Our resources are carefully scaffolded to support 

learners step by step, building skills progressively 

and with confidence.

The Nowhere Emporium, Chapter One, Inference Activity

Cut out and match the words to the character you think most represents this 
personality trait. Be prepared to justify your opinion with evidence from the text.Infer

Daniel Holmes Spud The Shop Keeper

a bully mysterious angry

uncaring curious unkempt

theatening determined brave
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Breadth of Reading
Our progression map has been designed to ensure 

children are exposed to a wide range of quality 

literature, while lessons  signpost children to 

similar books and themes, encouraging pupils 

to broaden their reading and deepen their love of 

literature.

Share Your Share Your 
Opinion Opinion 

I think...
In my opinion...

It is my view that...
I believe...

Agree/BuildAgree/Build
I agree with... because...

That is an interesting point 
because...

Building on what... said...
I would like to add...

Be a Good SpeakerBe a Good Speaker
• wait your turn to speak

• respond to someone else’s point 
before raising your own
speak clearly and at an 

Be a Good ListenerBe a Good Listener
• turn your body to the speaker
             • maintain eye contact
              • keep your hands still

                  • nod/smile

ChallengeChallenge
I see it differently because...

I would like to challenge ... opinion 
because... 

I don’t think... is right because...

I disagree because...

SummariseSummarise
To sum up...

In conclusion...

Overall...

My final thought is...

ClarifyClarify
What do you mean by... ?

Can you explain a bit more about... ?
Am I right in understanding that 

you think... ?

appropriate volume 
• vary your speed and tone to 

emphasise different points
• use facial expressions and 

hand gestures

Discussion
Prompts
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Reading Skills                    06
Our lessons are carefully designed to explicitly teach reading skills. Through 

modelled teaching, we help children understand each skill, why it’s important, and 

how it supports them as readers. Some lessons cover a range of skills, while oth-

ers dive deeper into one key skill, using child-friendly sentence stems to guide and 

support learners. All of our resources align with the National Curriculum and are 

supported with additional classroom resources to ensure consistency across your 

school.

National Curriculum LinksSkills Information

Connect Discuss Feature’splore

Infer Judge Predict Question

Retrieve Summarise Visualise Word’splore

A BD M
CSKZH
E TX

Writer Style

Clarify
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My Teaching Hive
 Our reading skills meet the LKS2 National Curriculum criteria:

Clarify

Fluency

Infer

Predict

Retrieve

‘To draw inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence.’

‘To predict what might happen 
from details stated and 
implied.’

‘To retrieve and record 
information from non-fiction 
texts.’

‘To read accurately at a speed 
that is sufficient for children to 
understand what they read. To 
decode unfamiliar words 
accurately.’

Feature’splore

Question

Summarise

Visualise

Word’splore

AA BBDD MM
CCSSKKZZHH
EE TTXX

‘To discuss words and phrases 
that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination.’ 

‘To ask questions to improve 
their understanding of a text.’

‘To identify the main ideas 
drawn from more than 1 
paragraph and summarising 
these.’

‘To read books that are 
structured in different ways.
To identify how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning.’

‘To demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language and 
distinguish shades of meaning 
among related words. Identify 
how language contributes to 
meaning.’

Connect

Perform

‘To identify themes and 
conventions in a wide range 
of books.’

‘To develop confidence in 
using language through 
drama, formal presentations 
and debate. To prepare poems 
and play scripts to read aloud. 
To perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action.’

Judge

‘To learn to justify their views 
about what they have read, 
with increasing independence.’

Writer Style

Discuss

‘To participate in discussions 
about books that are read to 
them and those they can read 
for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others 
say.’

‘To have opportunities to meet 
books and authors they might 
not choose themselves. To 
hear and learn new vocabulary 
and grammatical structures, 
and discuss these’ (in relation 
to a particular author). 

‘To check that the book makes 
sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in 
context. To use dictionaries to 
check the meaning of words
that they have read.’



Supporting Resources  07
Our resources are designed to support English Leads in embedding a consistent, 

school-wide approach that is easy to implement and follow. A consistent approach 

ensures clarity for pupils and can be effectively communicated to parents and 

support staff, fostering collaboration and reinforcing learning.

Home Reading Record

Display Sentence StemsStaff Meeting PowerPoint

‘The staff meeting presentation and additional classroom  

resources have helped me to succesfully implement  a consistent 

approach to whole class reading in my school.’

English Lead, Sandhurst Primary, London



For more information, visit myteachinghive.co.uk to explore and 

download free resources to sample in your school. 

We are passionate about partnering with schools, publishers, and authors to create a 

thriving community of engaged readers. 

By working together, we aim to inspire a love of reading and bring quality

literature to the heart of our schools, empowering pupils to explore, connect, and 

grow through the power of stories.
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