
Each book-based resource contains 1-4 lessons which looks
closely at an extract of the text with a focus on the 
development of reading skills. 



This could be to:

• Introduce a topic/theme 
that relates to the text.

• Create a buzz of 
enthusiasm and fun!

• Consolidate a skill.

• Recap prior learning.

• Make predictions. 

Some lessons begin with a ‘warm up’ or ‘recap’...



• Introduce or discuss a famous author and their work or style.

• Give children an opportunity to talk about other books they have 
read by the same author.

• Introduce the historical or cultural context of a story.



This could be to:

• Introduce, define or recap 
a reading skill and why it is 
important.

• Give children sentence 
starter prompts.

• It may be handy to give 
children a copy of the 
reading skills posters to 
refer to throughout the 
lesson.



Children could:

• Discuss the words using 
picture clues.

• Act out the words.

• Match the words to their 
definitions.

• Make up memorable actions 
to help them remember the 
words.

Where necessary, lessons begin with 
vocabulary pre-teaching activities, 
maximising pupil engagement by removing 
the barrier of unfamiliar words. 



Here the teacher can

• Model fluent and 
expressive reading.

• Model their thinking 
about what is happening.

• Demonstrate the focus 
reading skill.

• Ask questions.



Give pupils time to

• Read with a partner, 
taking it in turns to 
read or listen.

• Clarify their 
understanding.

• Work together to ask 
and answer questions.



Predict
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Fantasy Genre

What do you expect when you read a fantasy story? Sort the cards into two piles: ‘expected’ and 
‘unexpecteded’ for the fantasy genre.

mythical creatures crime good vs evil

a hero real life problems castles

magic scientific facts jokes

             Underline the word or group of words     
             that show Spud shouted.

“Not crying for your dad?” Spud yelled at him from 
somewhere back among the crowds. (page 12)

                  He sprinted across the street, jinked into   
                  the nearest shop and slammed the heavy 
                  door shut.’ (page 12)

The word jinked suggests that Daniel moved…
Tick one.    

          carelessly               suddenly

          slowly                   quietly

                 
                 ‘The shop was a cave of wonders.’ (page 13)

             Give 2 impressions this gives you of the    
             shop. (2 marks)

             Find and copy a word from page 13 that 
             suggests Daniel was shocked.
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Lessons include an opportunity to explore a text with engaging, 
hands-on partner activities, which facilitate further book talk.



Following whole class and partner 
reading activities, children can analyse
the text further through independent 
tasks. These can be recorded in English 
books or, ideally, in a dedicated reading 
exercise book.

                               
Action Through Poetry: Plastic Pollution

Can you describe what is happening in each image? Can you personify the beach, the ocean, the sand? 
Writer Style
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Reflection offers opportunities for children to 
share their final thoughts and make judgements 
about their reading.



At the end of the group of lessons, teachers can:

• Invite children to continue reading the book.

• Discuss similar texts.

• Point out any similar books in their book 
corner.

• Suggest follow up activities inspired by the 
text.




